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Abstract:
This study examines the influence of Sufi literary traditions on
architectural expression in medieval Egypt, examining how
Sufism profoundly shaped the aesthetic sensibilities,
intellectual frameworks, and creative vision of Muslim artisans.
The westward migration of military leaders, including Salah al-
Din al-Ayyubi and his contemporaries from the eastern Islamic
territories, facilitated the transmission of these cultural and
spiritual influences. This phenomenon revealed a distinctive
dimension of Islamic artistic production, substantiating the
existence of a profound interconnection between artistic
expression and Sufi literary traditions, as evidenced through
Quranic inscriptions, supplicatory formulae, and decorative
programs. The present research contributes to the scholarly
understanding of the art-Sufism nexus through a focused
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examination of the khangah, one of the preeminent institutional
forms of medieval Sufism. The study delineates the essential
characteristics, societal functions, and administrative
hierarchies of these establishments. Three exemplary case
studies are analyzed: Khangah Sa'id al-Su'ada’, al-Khangah al-
Bunduqdariyya, and Khangah Salar wa Sanjar. Through
detailed architectural and decorative analysis, the investigation
elucidates the material manifestations of Sufi literary and
spiritual traditions within these monuments, demonstrating how
mystical concepts were translated into tangible artistic forms.
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Keywords: Symbolism, Islamic art, Medieval Islamic
civilization, Sufism, Khangahs
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