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Abstract:

Scholars continue to debate the epistemological foundations of
Sufism: whether Sufi knowledge derives from rational inquiry-
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with its empirical data, logical proofs, and systematic
argumentation- or from mystical illumination (ishraq) and its
associated faculties of inspiration and revelation, including the
heart, soul, and spirit. Some researchers advocate for reason's
central role, contending that Sufis never entirely dismissed
rational thought but instead employed it alongside its associated
disciplines during their initial spiritual formation and religious-
legal education. Others argue that Sufis completely rejected
rationalism, maintaining that authentic Sufi knowledge:
including divine love and the unity of witnessing (wahdat al-
shuhud): emerges exclusively through illuminative, experiential
realization. The inherent ambiguity of Sufi literature has
intensified this debate, particularly its extensive use of
symbolism, technical vocabulary, and complex cultural,
theological, and philosophical interconnections. These
characteristics transform Sufi texts into universal human
documents encompassing multiple thematic layers and cultural
patterns. Such textual complexity requires deep hermeneutical
engagement with meanings and imagery, careful interpretation
of semantically dense terminology, and specialized analytical
methodologies capable of uncovering the values embedded
within texts through aesthetic and contextual analysis. This
study contributes to resolving questions surrounding Sufi
epistemology and the role of rational versus illuminative
knowledge through analysis of Ibn al-Farid's "Great Ta’iyya"
(al-Ta'iyya al-Kubra), a T761-verse composition that
encapsulates his complete Sufi methodology. The poem contains
multiple cultural patterns concealed within symbolic language,
including the epistemological framework, divine love, and the
unity of witnessing. The research demonstrates that Sufis did not
categorically reject reason but rather integrated rational insights
and methodologies into their early spiritual and scholarly
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development. Ibn al-Farid's "Great Ta'iyya" functions as both
poetic and philosophical discourse, embodying Sufi

methodology, technical vocabulary, and the ongoing tension
between rational and illuminative approaches to knowledge.
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Keywords: Cultural patterns, al-Ta'iyya al-Kubra, reason,
illumination.
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