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Abstract

This study examines and edits a Sufi manuscript from the legacy
of Imam Isma‘il b. “‘Abd al-Ghant al-Nabulust (d. 1143 AH),
titled “Bidayat al-Murid wa Nihayat al-Sa‘id” (The Beginning
of the Seeker and the End of the Blessed). The article aims to
highlight the author's scholarly standing, present the contents
and main features of the treatise in the field of Sufism, and
provide a critically edited text based on reliable manuscript
copies close to the wording intended by the author. The study
adopts a descriptive and analytical method in presenting the
author's biography and scholarly output, and a philological
method in editing the text through collecting the available
manuscript witnesses, describing them, comparing their
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readings, and establishing a sound text in service of the structure
of the work. The article consists of an introduction, three main
sections, and a conclusion. The first section offers a biographical
study of Imam al-Nabulusi, including his name, lineage,
scholarly milieu, teachers, students, and works. The second
section introduces the treatise, discusses its attribution to the
author, its title, and the manuscript copies used in the edition.
The third section presents the edited text of the treatise in line
with established methods in the critical edition of classical texts.
The conclusion summarizes the main findings related to the
attribution of the treatise to Imam al-Nabulust and the place of
this work within his Sufi project. The study also points to the p
of this treatise to research on Sufi heritage and offers
recommendations for future work on al-Nabulusi's writings and
the edition of his remaining treatises.

osad gt ddgall olbshasll bWl gl e o SVl Cswdl 1heidhl SIS
RVESW 51V SN U K V- Wi

Keywords: Islamic Sufism, ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Nabulusi, Sufi
manuscripts, critical edition of classical texts, Bidayat al-Murid
wa Nihayat al-Sa‘1d
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